
APPALACHIAN 
REGIONAL 
COMMISSION 

March 10, 2014 

A Pr o ud Pas t , 
A New Vi si o11 

Ms. Darlene H. Dortch, Secretary 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 1ih Street, SW 
Washington, DC 20554 

RE: Notice of Ex Parte Communications, WC Docket No. 13-184 

Dear Ms. Dortch: 

On March 6, 2014, Mark DeFalco of the Appalachian Regional Commission met with Ms. Julie Veach of 
the Wireline Competition Bureau to discuss elements of theE-rate program with regards to rural areas 
of Appalachia. 

Specifically, Mark discussed the challenges rural areas have in obtaining broadband communications and 
our desire that consideration be given to rural areas when determining the best ways to modernize the 
E-rate program. As the Commission determines the best use of the extra money being added to the 
overall E-rate program (the ConnectED Initiative), rural areas that have a great need for increased 
connectivity, but still have lower student enrollment figures, are in great need of continued and 
increased assistance. 

The Appalachian Regional Commission supports the FCC's goal to modernize theE-rate program and 
structure it to better meet the needs of all school students and to ensure that E-rate support is 
distributed to all schools and libraries in a fair and equitable manner. 

Pursuant to the Commission's rules, this notice is being filed in the above-referenced docket. 

Sincerely, 

~rr;~o~ 
Mark DeFalco 
Manager - Telecom Initiative 
Appalachian Regional Commission 

CC: Ms. Ju lie Veach 
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